
Checklist: Classroom Crisis Control – 
Managing the 10 Most Challenging Student 
Behaviors 
 
☐ The Disruptive Student: Privately speak with the student and clearly explain how their actions 
negatively impact the class. Refer to course policies and the college's code of conduct. Report 
persistent behavior to your department head. 

☐ The Aggressive Student: Prioritize safety. Call campus security or the police if needed. Report 
incidents to the department head and document everything. 

☐ The Unmotivated Student: Reach out privately, offer support and resources like tutoring. 
Follow institutional policies if the lack of motivation continues. 

☐ The Entitled Student: Firmly enforce course policies and grading standards. Refer to the 
syllabus. Involve department heads if confrontations escalate. 

☐ The Overly Dependent Student: Set clear boundaries and expectations for assistance. 
Encourage independent problem-solving and guide them to resources. 

☐ The Attention-Seeking Student: Redirect their energy by assigning specific tasks. Discuss their 
behavior privately and encourage more constructive contributions. 

☐ The Unprepared Student: Emphasize the importance of preparation. Use low-stakes quizzes 
or assignments to motivate preparation. 

☐ The Cheating Student: Communicate expectations about academic integrity. Report 
suspected cheating through institutional procedures. 

☐ The Student with Mental Health Issues: Approach with empathy. Refer to campus counseling. 
If disruptive, consult with the college's counseling center. 

☐ The Student with Personal Issues: Be supportive but maintain boundaries. Refer the student 
to counseling services or the Dean of Students office. 
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